
A note from Stephen 
I am blessed with a “Samuel testimony.”  As the son of a pastor, I grew up 
in a home of Christian love and forgiveness.  My faith as a child focused on 
what Christ saved me to:  safety and blessing.  As an adult, I came to 
appreciate what Christ has saved me from!  In the victories, struggles, joys, 
sorrows, and failings of my life, the Lord has never abandoned me.  As I 
look to the future, I rest in the promise that He will be the same today and 
tomorrow as He has been in the past.  In the light of His grace and mercy 
toward me, I can think of no other response than to worship, delight, and 
serve Him all of my life!  

 

In a quick synopsis of my life journey:  In 1984, I received my BA in Bible 
and Missions from Puget Sound College of the Bible, in Seattle, WA. My 
wife Jacquie and I were married in 1981.  We began ministry early on, with 
a mission internship in Kenya, East Africa the following summer.  I took my 
MA in Bible and Christian Ministries from Cincinnati Bible Seminary, and 
was shortly after ordained to Christian ministry by Shasta Way Christian 
Church in Klamath Falls, Oregon in 1990. 

 

In 1992, we joined a team of missionaries with Team Expansion in 
Guayaquil, Ecuador.  We spent most of the 90s learning the Ecuadorian 
culture, making friendships, and establishing trust with people in our 
neighborhood.  When we returned to the States in 1999, the Lord blessed 
us with 15 years of youth/associate ministry with Milwaukie Christian 
Church, in Milwaukie Oregon. 

 

In 2015, God’s sovereign goodness allowed me to join in ministry with 
GracePoint Christian Church.  May God’s kindness, power and majesty 
continue in the vision of His people in Vancouver!! 

 

 
 



A Note from Jacquie 
 
I’d like to add a few connecting pieces to the story Steve has shared.  My 
story is of course connected and intertwined with Steve’s, as you would 
expect after 38 years of marriage.  I too grew up in a Christian home, in 
Klamath Falls, Oregon, as part of Shasta Way Christian Church.  I went to 
Puget Sound College of the Bible for 2 years, where Steve and I met, and 
married in 1981.  Steve was within 4 credits of graduating when we moved 
to Klamath Falls, and I went to nursing school at Oregon Institute of 
Technology.  Steve eventually finished his degree in 1984, and I graduated 
from OIT in 1987.  Our first child, Timothy Stephen, was born in 1985 while 
we were in Klamath Falls. 
 
We moved to Cincinnati when Tim was 2 years old.  In 1989 our second 
child, Grace Elaine, was born while Steve was in Seminary.  While we were 
in Cincinnati, we formed close friendships with the people we would 
eventually serve with in Ecuador.  When Steve finished his MA, we 
returned to Oregon, and prepared for ministry in South America.   
 
After a year of Spanish language school in Costa Rica, our youngest son, 
Mark Elliot was born in December 1991, in Longview, Washington.  When 
Elliot was 4 months old, we moved to Ecuador, where we were blessed in 
ministry until 1999.  We then came back to the States, and for the next 15 
years were involved in ministry in the lives of our family of Milwaukie 
Christian Church. In January of 2015, God placed us on a journey that led 
us to intertwine our lives with our family of GracePoint Christian Church.  
 
Our family has grown in recent years, when Grace married Joe Hansen, 
and the Lord blessed us with Elizabeth Dawn, now 3 1/2 years old. Olon 
Stephen was born in January, our sweet 8 month old grandson.  Elliot 
married Breann Soucie, and the Lord blessed us with Aivlyn Grace 
Sancheska, who is 2 years old.  Bellamy Elise Alouette was born in 
January too, 8 months old! 
 
As I reflect on our years in ministry, I am always astonished at the diversity 
in the tapestry God has been weaving.  Each stage of our journey has 
prepared us for adventures that follow.  	


